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Sunday, April 21, 2024 

9:00 am

Welcome to 

Worship at 

Zion Lutheran Church



Welcome and Announcements







Two opportunities

for kids and their parents to attend

First Communion Instruction

10:45 am (after potluck) Sunday, April 21

OR

3:30 pm on Wednesday, April 24

First Communion will be celebrated May 5 and May 8!

Contact Pastor Keith with questions.





Sunday, April 21

11:00 am to 3:00 pm

You are encouraged to come 

and help trim, cut, and tie fleece 

blankets. We will order 

pizza and pick up some pop 

to have for lunch. You are 

welcome to bring snacks 

to share.

Graduating Senior 

Blanket and 

Prayer Thread 

Assembly Day





Sharing the Peace



Gather Us In
ELW #532

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: Marty Haugen. Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A and CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved.

1. Here in this place 

the new light is streaming,

now is the darkness vanished away;

see in this space 

our fears and our dreamings

brought here to you 

in the light of this day.



Gather us in, 

the lost and forsaken,

gather us in, 

the blind and the lame;

call to us now,

and we shall awaken,

we shall arise 

at the sound of our name.



2. We are the young, 

our lives are a myst'ry,

we are the old 

who yearn for your face;

we have been sung 

throughout all of hist'ry,

called to be light 

to the whole human race.



Gather us in, 

the rich and the haughty,

gather us in, 

the proud and the strong;

give us a heart, 

so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage 

to enter the song.



3. Here we will take

the wine and the water,

here we will take

the bread of new birth,

here you shall call 

your sons and your daughters,

call us anew 

to be salt for the earth.



Give us to drink 

the wine of compassion,

give us to eat 

the bread that is you;

nourish us well, 

and teach us to fashion

lives that are holy 

and hearts that are true.



4. Not in the dark 

of buildings confining,

not in some heaven,

light years away-

here in this place 

the new light is shining,

now is the kingdom,

and now is the day.



Gather us in 

and hold us forever,

gather us in 

and make us your own;

gather us in, 

all peoples together,

fire of love in 

our flesh and our bone.



Confession and Forgiveness

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God 

who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

C:  Amen.



L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are 

open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen.  



L:  Gracious God,

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we 

have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are 

truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive our sins, 

known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. 



C: Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 

you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen



L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us, even 

when we were dead in sin, and made alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith.

C:  Amen.



Greeting

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 



Kyrie p. 184

All:



Cantor: For peace in the world, 

for the health of the church,

for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, 

for all who worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord, 

let us pray to the Lord.



All:



Cantor: That we may live out

your impassioned response

to the hungry and the poor;

that we may live out

truth and justice and grace,

let us pray to the Lord,

let us pray to the Lord.



All:



Cantor: For peace in our hearts,

for peace in our homes,

for friends and family;

for life and for love,

for our work and our play,

let us pray to the Lord,

let us pray to the Lord.



All:



Cantor: For your Spirit to guide;

that you center our lives 

in the water and the word;

that you nourish our souls

with your body and blood,

let us pray to the Lord,

let us pray to the Lord.



All:



Hymn of Praise p. 187







L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, 

you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, 

and we shall be whole. Make us one with 

you, for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day



First Reading: Acts 4:5-12

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day 

because they were proclaiming the news of the 

resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter 

is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim 

salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.



5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes 

assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, 

Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of 

the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 

prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what 

power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of 

the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today 

because of a good deed done to someone who was 

sick and are asked how this man has been healed,  



10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 

Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 

health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 

you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This 

Jesus is 

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among mortals by 

which we must be saved.”



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23

L: 1The LORD is my shepherd;

I shall not be in want.

C: 2The LORD makes me lie down in green 

pastures and leads me beside still waters.



L: 3You restore my soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways for your 

name’s sake.

C: 4Though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me.

L: 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of 

my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my 

cup is running over.

C: 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 

of the LORD forever.



Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest 

demonstration of divine love. This is the very love 

we share with others, not just through our words 

but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 

love we fulfill God’s commandments.



16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid 

down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 

our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love 

abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 

sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses 

help?
18Little children, let us love, not in word or 

speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 

will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our 

hearts, and he knows everything. 



21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 

have boldness before God; 22and we receive from 

him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him.
23And this is his commandment, that we should 

believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 

love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24All who obey his commandments abide in him, 

and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 

abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation p. 188



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. John

the tenth chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: John 10:19-31

19Again the Jews were divided because of these 

words. 20Many of them were saying, "He has a 

demon and is out of his mind. Why listen to 

him?" 21Others were saying, "These are not the 

words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open 

the eyes of the blind?"
22At that time the festival of the Dedication took 

place in Jerusalem. 



It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the 

temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews 

gathered around him and said to him, "How long 

will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Messiah, tell us plainly." 25Jesus answered, "I have 

told you, and you do not believe. The works that I 

do in my Father's name testify to me; 26but you do 

not believe, because you do not belong to my 

sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, 

and they follow me.



28I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish. No one will snatch them out of my 

hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater 

than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 

Father's hand. 30The Father and I are one."
31The Jews took up stones again to stone him.



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Message

“Hearing the Good Shepherd’s Voice”



Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
ELW #608

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909. Music: Will L. Thompson.  Public Domain.

1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

calling for you and for me.

See, on the portals 

he’s waiting and watching,

watching for you and for me.



“Come home, (Come home,)

Come home! (come home!)

You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,

calling, “O, sinner, come home!”



2. Why should we tarry 

when Jesus is pleading,

pleading for you and for me?

Why should we linger 

and heed not his mercies,

mercies for you and for me?



“Come home, (Come home,)

Come home! (come home!)

You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,

calling, “O, sinner, come home!”



3. Oh, for the wonderful love

he has promised,

promised for you and for me!

Though we have sinned, 

he has mercy and pardon,

pardon for you and for me.



“Come home, (Come home,)

Come home! (come home!)

You who are weary, come home.”

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,

calling, “O, sinner, come home!”



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Receiving of New Members



Offering

and 

Noisy Offering



Create in Me a Clean Heart
#186

Music: Richard W. Hillbert, b. 1923. Music© 1978 Lutheran Book Of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A  

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and uphold me your free spirit.



Offering Prayer

L:  Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Response after each petition:

L: God of grace,

C:   hear our prayer.

L: Into your hands, most merciful God, we 

commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our 

resurrected and living Lord.

C: Amen.



Words of Institution



Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer



Holy Communion 

An usher will guide you forward. 

Wafers or gluten free bread and wine 

or juice will be offered. You will be 

served a wafer unless you indicate 

otherwise.  Please take the wine or 

juice from the tray yourself.



One Bread, One Body
#496

CCLI  #  73579 words and music by John Foley, SJ, ©1978 John B. Foley and OCP Publications, 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A.  All rights reserved.

One bread, one body, one Lord of all;

one cup of blessing which we bless,

And we, though many throughout the earth,

we are one body in this one Lord.



1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free,

woman or man, no more.

One bread, one body, one Lord of all;

one cup of blessing which we bless,

and we, though many throughout the earth,

we are one body in this one Lord.



2. Many the gifts, many the works,

one in the Lord of all.

One bread, one body, one Lord of all;

one cup of blessing which we bless,

and we, though many throughout the earth,

we are one body in this one Lord.



3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,

gathered to one for all.

One bread, one body, one Lord of all;

one cup of blessing which we bless,

and we, though many throughout the earth,

we are one body in this one Lord.



1. The King of love my shepherd is,

whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his

and he is mine forever.

The King Of Love My Shepherd Is
ELW #502

Text: Henry W. baker, 1821-1877. Music: Irish tune. Public Domain.



2. Where streams of living water flow,

my ransomed soul he leadeth

and, where the verdant pastures grow,

with food celestial feedeth.



3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,

but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,

and home, rejoicing, brought me.



4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill,

with thee, dear Lord, beside me,

thy rod and staff my comfort still;

thy cross before to guide me.



5. Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

thine unction grace bestoweth;

and, oh, what transport of delight

from thy pure chalice floweth!



6. And so, through all the length of days,

thy goodness faileth never.

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise

within thy house forever. 



Blessed Assurance
ELW #638

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915. Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. Public Domain.

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

O, what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



2. Perfect submission, perfect delight,

visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

angels descending, bring from above

echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



3. Perfect submission, all is at rest;

I in my Savior am happy and blest,

watching and waiting, looking above

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.

This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,

praising my Savior all the day long.



Prayer after Communion

L: Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us

and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,

our redeemer and friend.

C: Amen.   



Quilt and Kit Blessing

L: God, you call us to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. Send forth your Spirit today as we 

call upon you to bless our work and make it 

holy. Help these quilts and kits, our offerings 

of hope, travel across the furthest distances 

to reach our most weary neighbors and 

surround them with your grace and peace.

C: Jesus, open our hearts to love our 

neighbors.



L: God, we give you thanks for the pieces of 

fabric, thread, sewing machines, and the items 

collected for the kits. May their presence be a 

sign of your faithful promise, may these quilts 

wrap our neighbors in unending love, and may 

these kits offer dignity and healing.

C: Jesus, open our hearts to love our 

neighbors.



L: God, we give thanks for all those who have 

taken part in creating these quilts and kits. May 

you guide us to greater empathy for our 

neighbors in crisis, for the mothers that struggle 

to feed their hungry children, for the fearful, 

the anxious, the isolated. May these quilts and 

kits provide comfort and relief to those who are 

downtrodden around the world.

C: Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors.



L: God, be with those who will receive these gifts 

— neighbors we have never met, neighbors who 

are far away, neighbors who, like us, long for 

your grace and mercy. May the work crafted 

from our humble hands serve as a beacon of 

light and hope to those who are desolate and 

hopeless and fill them with the peace that is 

only found in you.

C: Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors.



L: We thank you for this ministry of service, for 

the opportunity to comfort those in their darkest 

hours, to remind our neighbors in Christ of your 

loving presence. Bring us ever closer to your 

heart and our neighbors in need throughout the 

world. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the 

one who is our hope.

C: Amen.



L: Emboldened by God's eternal and 

unconditional love for all people, let us go 

and do likewise, and share our blessings with 

neighbors near and far, in the name of the 

Father, the Son +, and the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, 

never alone.

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 

you are my own.

In my love’s baptismal river 

I have made you mine forever.

Go, my children, with my blessing, 

you are my own.”

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
#543

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph VaughnWilliams, 1872-1959. Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. 

Arr. © Oxford University Press. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A and CCL #1943036. All rights reserved.



2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, 

at peace and pure.

Here you learned how much I love you, 

what I can cure.

Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, 

at peace and pure.”



3. “Go my children, fed and nourished, 

closer to me.

Grow in love and love by serving, 

joyful and free.

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

here my tender comfort stilled you.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

joyful and free.”



L: Alleluia! Go in peace. 

Rejoice and be glad.

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us! 

God bless you!

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with 

license 731814-A and from CCLI CSPL166945/1943036. Scripture and liturgy from Sundays and 

Seasons.com with Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS010651. All rights reserved.


