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Welcome and 

Announcements





Sharing of 

the Peace



1. Bright and glorious is the sky,

radiant are the heavens high

where the golden stars are shining.

All their rays to earth inclining

beckon us to heav’n above,

beckon us to heav’n above.

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky
ELW #301

Text: Nikola F.S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr.Jens Christian Aaberg, 1877-1970, alt. Music: Danish, 19th cent. Text © 1958 Service Book and 

Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Text: Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A. All rights reserved. 



2. On that holy Christmas night

through the darkness beamed a light;

all the stars above were paling,

all their luster slowly failing

as the wondrous star drew nigh,

as the wondrous star drew nigh.



3. Sages from the east afar,

when they saw this wondrous star,

went to find the king of nations

and to offer their oblations

to the child, the newborn king, 

to the child, the newborn king.



4. Him they found in Bethlehem,

yet he wore no diadem;

there they saw a maiden lowly

with an infant pure and holy

resting in her loving arms,

resting in her loving arms.



5. Guided by the star, they found

him whose praise the ages sound.

We too have a star to guide us

which forever will provide us

with the light to find our Lord,

with the light to find our Lord.



6. And this star, as bright as day,

that will never lead astray

with its message so appealing, 

is the word of God, revealing

Christ, the way, the truth, the life, 

Christ, the way, the truth, the life. 



Confession and Forgiveness

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

creator of darkness and light, word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God 

and one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.



L:  God, our rock and refuge,

C: we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always 

loved you.

We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the 

Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us, that we might proclaim 

your good news to all.

Amen.  



L:  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

God has spoken:

The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

C: Amen.



Greeting

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the church of God,

and the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

Kyrie                       p. 165



L: For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.



Hymn of Praise p. 167







L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most 

merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings 

and benefits you give. May we know you 

more clearly, love you more dearly, and 

follow you more nearly, day by day praising 

you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day



First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-20

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the 

LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the 

divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to 

God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to 

respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s 

prophetic ministry.



1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD

under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread.
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 

dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 

room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, 

“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran 

to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 

said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and 

lay down.



6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 

went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 

But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 
7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word 

of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The 

LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up 

and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 

boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and 

if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 

servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place.



10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as 

before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 

for your servant is listening.” 11Then the LORD said to 

Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 
12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 

spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 
13For I have told him that I am about to punish his 

house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain 

them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the 

iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 

or offering forever.”



15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the 

doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to 

tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, 

“Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, 

“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. 

May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 

anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel 

told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he 

said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to 

him.”
19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let 

none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel 

from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 

trustworthy prophet of the LORD.



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

L: 1LORD, you have searched me out;

O LORD, you have known me.

C: 2You know my sitting down and my rising 

up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

L: 3You trace my journeys and my resting-

places and are acquainted with all my ways.

C: 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,

but you, O LORD, know it altogether.



L: 5You encompass me, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.

C: 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

L: 13For you yourself created my inmost parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

C: 14I will thank you because I am marvelously 

made; your works are wonderful, 

and I know it well.



L: 15My body was not hidden from you,

while I was being made in secret and woven in 

the depths of the earth.

C: 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in 

the womb; all of them were written in your 

book; my days were fashioned before they 

came to be.

L: 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God!

How great is the sum of them!

C: 18If I were to count them, they would be more 

in number than the sand; to count them all, 

my life span would need to be like yours.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God 

has claimed the entirety of their lives through the 

death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and 

conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to 

reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that 

the Holy Spirit lives within us.



12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things 

are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I 

will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is 

meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” 

and God will destroy both one and the other. The 

body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the 

Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you 

not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 

Should I therefore take the members of Christ and 

make them members of a prostitute? Never! 



16Do you not know that whoever is united to a 

prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is 

said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone 

united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 
18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 

commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins 

against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that 

your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 

you, which you have from God, and that you are 

not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; 

therefore glorify God in your body.



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation p. 171



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. John

the first chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: John 1:43-51

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the 

call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. 

Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to 

faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and 

see.”

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 

found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. 



45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 

have found him about whom Moses in the law 

and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 

from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 

said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw 

Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 

“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you 

get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you 

under the fig tree before Philip called you.”



49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 

God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 

answered, “Do you believe because I told you 

that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 

greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, 

“Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.”



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Message

Kamarra Brunelle



Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult
ELW #696

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895. Music: William H. Jude, 1851-1922. Public Domain.

1. Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult

of our life’s wild, restless sea,

day by day his clear voice sounding,

saying, “Christian, follow me.”



2. As of old St. Andrew heard it

by the Galilean lake,

turned from home and toil and kindred,

leaving all for Jesus’ sake.



3. Jesus calls us from the worship

of the vain world’s golden store,

from each idol that would keep us,

saying, “Christian, love me more.”



4. In our joys and in our sorrows,

days of toil and hours of ease,

still he calls, in cares and pleasures,

“Christian, love me more than these.”



5. Jesus calls us!  By your mercy,

Savior, may we hear your call,

give our hearts to your obedience,

serve and love you best of all.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering
with

Choir Anthem 
“Just a Closer Walk”



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
#184

Music: Ronald A. Nelson, h. 1927. Text and Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A. All rights reserved.  

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.



Offering Prayer

L:  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.

C:  Day by day you shower us with blessings.

As you have raised us to new life in Christ,

give us glad and generous hearts,

ready to praise you and to respond to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and   

Lord.  Amen.



Response after each petition:

L: God of grace,

C:   receive our prayer.

L: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, 

we offer these prayers and the silent prayers 

of our hearts in the name of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer



Blessing

L: God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

☩ bless you and remain with you always.

C: Amen.



1. Take my life, that I may be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days;

let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2. Take my hands and let them move

at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet and let them be

swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take My Life, That I May Be
ELW #685 vv. 1-4

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870. Pulic Domain.



3. Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only, for my King;

take my lips and let them be

filled with messages from thee.

4. Take my silver and my gold,

not a mite would I withhold;

take my intellect, 

and use ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.



L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.

C: Thanks be to God.

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us!

God bless you!

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with 

license 731814-A and from CCLI CSPL166945/1943036. Scripture and liturgy from Sundays and 

Seasons.com with Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS010651. All rights reserved.


