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Sunday, September 24, 2023 

9:00 am

Welcome to 

Worship at 

Zion Lutheran Church



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Welcome

and 

Announcements



Youth Ministry 
and the Congregation

Join in prayer and participation in two more 45-minute 

opportunities that will help build a good foundation for 

the future of Zion’s youth ministry.

Two more Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

September 27

October 4









DONATE

October 4-5: Bring your items (clothing, housewares, sports equipment, 

etc.) to the Warroad Community Center between 12-7pm. Items 

must be brought in and placed in designated locations by the 

donor and must be CLEAN, ODOR-FREE, and in GOOD (or 

better) condition. If you wouldn’t use it, others probably don’t 

want it either.

SHOP

October 6-8: Items will be available to shop Friday through Sunday. Each 

customer will be allowed to fill one bag per day on Friday and 

Saturday. No limit on Sunday. 

Shopping hours: Friday 2-7pm

Saturday 10am-5pm

Sunday 12-4pm

Questions: call 651-686-2404

More details are available in 

the e-Messenger and 

Messenger.





ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH’S 2023

cook food, help serve, help clean up, and give a monetary donation. 

S



Thy Holy Wings
ELW #613

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3, Gradia Grindal, b. 1943. st. 2; tr. Composite. Music: Swedish folk tune; arr. Hymnal version. 

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co. Inc. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under 

OneLicense #731814-A and CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved. 

1. Thy holy wings, O Savior,

spread gently over me,

and let me rest securely

through good and ill in thee.

Oh, be my strength and portion,

my rock and hiding place,

and let my ev'ry moment

be lived within thy grace.



2. Oh, let me nestle near thee,

within thy downy breast

where I will find sweet comfort

and peace within thy nest.

Oh, close thy wings around me

and keep me safely there,

for I am but a newborn

and need thy tender care.



3. Oh, wash me in the waters

of Noah's cleansing flood.

Give me a willing spirit,

a heart both clean and good.

Oh, take into thy keeping

thy children great and small,

and while we sweetly slumber,

enfold us one and all.



Confession and Forgiveness

L:  Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩

Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 

makes our joy complete.

C:  Amen.

L: Let us bow before God in humility,

confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



L:  Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on 

others and your creation, forgive us.



C: For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. Amen.

L: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches 

beyond all understanding.

God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new 

way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are already 

and always forgiven.

C: Amen.



Greeting

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord have mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the church of God,

and the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

Kyrie                       p. 165



L: For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.



Hymn of Praise p. 167







L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: Almighty and eternal God, you show 

perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, 

grant us your merciful judgment, and train us 

to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day



+ WORD +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



First Reading: Jonah 3:10-4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all 

repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah 

objected to this and became even more angry when 

God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was 

providing shade. The book ends with a question 

that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: 

You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but 

shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and 

twenty thousand Ninevites?



10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, 

how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 

his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 

bring upon them; and he did not do it.

4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he 

became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, 

“O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in 

my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 

beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 
3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for 

it is better for me to die than to live.”



4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be 

angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat 

down east of the city, and made a booth for 

himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 

waiting to see what would become of the city. 
6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it 

come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 

to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was 

very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn 

came up the next day, God appointed a worm 

that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 



8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 

Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 

might die. He said, “It is better for me to die 

than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right 

for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 

said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the 

LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, 

for which you did not labor and which you did 

not grow; it came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. 



11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 

that great city, in which there are more than a 

hundred and twenty thousand persons who do 

not know their right hand from their left, and 

also many animals?”



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 145:1-8

L: 1I will exalt you, my God and king,

and bless your name forever and ever.

C: 2Every day will I bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.

L: 3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!

There is no end to your greatness.

C: 4One generation shall praise your works to 

another and shall declare your power.



L:     5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your 

majesty and all your marvelous works.

C: 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous 

acts, and I will recount your greatness.

L: 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great 

goodness; they shall sing joyfully of your 

righteousness.

C: 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,



Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though 

he is uncertain about the outcome of his 

imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the 

gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that 

reflect and enhance the gospel mission.



21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 
22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 
23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 

is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 

better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of 

this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so 

that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 

Christ Jesus when I come to you again.



27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the 

gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 

you or am absent and hear about you, I will 

know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith 

of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by 

your opponents. For them this is evidence of 

their destruction, but of your salvation. And this 

is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted 

you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, 

but of suffering for him as well—30since you are 

having the same struggle that you saw I had and 

now hear that I still have.



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation p. 171



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. Matthew, 

the twentieth chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, 

challenging the common assumption that God 

rewards people according to what they have earned 

or deserve.

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“The kingdom of 

heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 



2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 

daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he 

said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and 

I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 
5When he went out again about noon and about 

three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five 

o’clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 

standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 



8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last and then 

going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five 

o’clock came, each of them received the usual 

daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 

thought they would receive more; but each of 

them also received the usual daily wage. 11And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the 

landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’



13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 

for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to 

you and go; I choose to give to this last the same 

as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 

choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last 

will be first, and the first will be last.”



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Message

Shawn Brunelle



+  R E S P O N S E T O  T H E  W O R D  +



Blessed Assurance
ELW #638

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915. Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. Public Domain.

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

O, what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.



2. Perfect submission, perfect delight,

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;

Angels descending, bring from above

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.



3. Perfect submission, all is at rest;

I in my Savior am happy and blest,

Watching and waiting, looking above

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering



1. We give thee but thine own,

whate’er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone,

a trust, O Lord, from thee.



2. May we thy bounties thus

as stewards true receive,

and gladly, as thou blessest us,

to thee our first-fruits give.



Offering Prayer

L: God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,

Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C:  Amen.



Response after each petition:

L:   Merciful God,

C:   receive our prayer.

L: Remember us according to your steadfast 

love as we offer these and the prayers of our 

heart, trusting in your compassion made 

known through Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer



+ SENDING +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



Blessing 

L: The God of glory,

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names,

and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.



1. Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,

fill our hearts with joy and peace;

let us each, your love possessing

triumph in redeeming grace.

Oh refresh us; oh refresh us,

trav’ling through this wilderness.

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
#545

Text: attr.John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sas. 1-2, alt; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt. Music: Sicilion, 18th cent. Public Domain.



2. Thanks we give and adoration

for your Gospel's joyful sound.

May the fruits of your salvation

in our hearts and lives abound.

Ever faithful, ever faithful

to your truth may we be found.



3. Savior, when your love shall call us

from our struggling pilgrim way,

let no fear of death appall us

glad your summons to obey.

May we ever, may we ever

reign with you in endless day.



L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God. 

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us!

God bless you!
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained 

from OneLicense with license 731814-A and from CCLI 

CSPL166945/1943036. Scripture and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com 

with Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS010651. All rights 

reserved.


