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+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Welcome and Announcements





This coming Wednesday, we will experience how prayer and praying 
empowers the hope we have in Christ Jesus. A meal will be served 
starting at 5:00 pm with worship at 6:15 pm around tables in the 
Fellowship Hall.





Happy Birthday, 
Karen Cran!!

Come help Karen celebrate her
83rd birthday on March 1

with birthday cake at the Lenten meal. 





1. In the cross of Christ I glory,

tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.

All the light of sacred story

gathers round its head sublime.

In the Cross of Christ I Glory
#324

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872. Music: Ithmar Conkey, 1815-1867. Public Domain.



2. When the woes of life o’er take me,

hopes deceive, and fears annoy,

never shall the cross forsake me;

lo, it glows with peace and joy.



3. When the sun of bliss is beaming

light and love upon my way,

from the cross the radiance streaming

adds more luster to the day.



4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,

by the cross are sanctified;

peace is there that knows no measure,

joys that through all time abide.



Confession and Forgiveness

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

C: Amen.

L: Let us acknowledge before God and one 

another our need for repentance and God’s 

mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Confession and Forgiveness



L:       Holy God,

C:  we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your 

holy word; we take for ourselves instead 

of giving to others; we spoil rather than 

steward your creation; we cause hurt 

though you call us to heal; we choose fear 

over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we 

seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.



L: Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the 

only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

C:  Amen.



Greeting

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 



Kyrie                       

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word: 

it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole 

that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; 

create in us new hearts!

p. 203



Hymn of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; 

peace, good-will to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, 

Father of surpassing worth;

we exalt you, we adore you, 

we lift high our thanks and praise.

Saints and angels bow before you; 

here on earth our songs we raise.

p. 204



Glory be to Christ forever, 

Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, 

you have come from heav’n above;

on the cross you died to save us; 

now you reign at God’s right hand.

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; 

in your promise firm we stand.



Holy One we now acclaim you;  

Lord alone, to you we call.

Holy One in faith we name you, 

God most high, yet near to all:

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, 

in the Father’s splendor bright.

For the peace that we inherit, 

glory be to God on high!



L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L:      Let us pray.  

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good 

and evil rages within and around us, and the devil 

and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 

promises. 

C:  Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we 

fall, raise us again and restore us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.

Prayer of the Day



+ WORD +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



Children’s Message



First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of 

Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This 

festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the 

land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, 

worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf 

of Israel.



15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden 

of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the LORD God 

commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree 

of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 

you shall die.”



3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 

wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said 

to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 

from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to 

the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 

the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 

fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 

nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the 

serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 

be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.”



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 32

L:    1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,

and whose sin is put away!

C: 2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no 

guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile!

L: 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,

because of my groaning all day long.

C: 4For your hand was heavy upon me day and 

night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat 

of summer.



L: 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not    

conceal my guilt. I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave 

me the guilt of my sin.

C: 6Therefore all the faithful will make their 

prayers to you in time of trouble;

when the great waters overflow, they shall 

not reach them.



L: 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from 

trouble; you surround me with shouts of 

deliverance.

C: 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way 

that you should go; I will guide you with my 

eye.



L:     9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no 

understanding; who must be fitted with bit and 

bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

C: 10Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the 

LORD.

L: 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the 

LORD; shout for joy, all who are true of heart.



Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19

Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the 

foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in 

the risen Christ as Lord.

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, 

and death came through sin, and so death spread to 

all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the 

world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when 

there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from 

Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not 

like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the 

one who was to come.



15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the 

many died through the one man’s trespass, much 

more surely have the grace of God and the free gift 

in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded 

for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect 

of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 

trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 

following many trespasses brings justification.



17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death 

exercised dominion through that one, much more 

surely will those who receive the abundance of grace 

and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion 

in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to 

condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 
19For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many 

were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience 

the many will be made righteous.



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation p. 205

We are turning, Lord, to hear you;

You are merciful and kind

Slow to anger, rich in blessing, 

and with love to us inclined.



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. Matthew, 

the fourth chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his 

baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his 

responses to the temptations of the devil he defines 

what it means to be called “the Son of God.”

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days 

and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 
3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the 

Son of God, command these stones to become 

loaves of bread.” 



4But he answered, “It is written, 

‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed 

him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 

down; for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a 

stone.’ ”



7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put 

the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 

and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will 

give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 

written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.’ ”
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came 

and waited on him.



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Message

“No Ifs About It”



+  R E S P O N S E T O  T H E  W O R D  +



Restore In Us, O God
#328

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944. Music: Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933. Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Co., Music: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co.

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A and CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved.

1. Restore in us, O God,

the splendor of your love;

renew your image in our hearts,

and all our sins remove.



2. O Spirit, wake in us

the wonder of your pow'r;

from fruitless fear unfurl our lives

like springtime bud and flow'r.



3. Bring us, O Christ, to share

the fullness of your joy;

baptize us in the risen life

that death cannot destroy.



4. Three-personed God, fulfill

the promise of your grace,

that we, when all our searching ends,

may see you face to face.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering



1. We give thee but thine own,

what-e’er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone,

a trust, O Lord, from thee.



Offering Prayer

L: God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

C: Amen.



Response after each petition:

L:   Merciful God,

C:   receive our prayer.

L: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting 

in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer



+ SENDING +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



Blessing 

L: The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

C: Amen.



Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
#335

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915. Music: William H. Doane, 1832-1915. Public Domain.

1. Jesus, keep me near the cross,

there's a precious fountain;

free to all, a healing stream

flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

In the cross, in the cross

be my glory ever;

till my ransomed soul shall find

rest beyond the river.



2. Near the cross, a trembling soul,

love and mercy found me;

there the bright and morning star

sheds its beams around me.

In the cross, in the cross

be my glory ever;

till my ransomed soul shall find

rest beyond the river.



3. Near the cross! O Lamb of God,

bring its scenes before me;

help me walk from day to day

with its shadow o'er me.

In the cross, in the cross

be my glory ever;

till my ransomed soul shall find

rest beyond the river.



4. Near the cross I'll watch and wait,

hoping, trusting ever,

till I reach the golden strand

just beyond the river. 

In the cross, in the cross

be my glory ever;

till my ransomed soul shall find

rest beyond the river.



L: Go in peace. Serve in love.

C: Thanks be to God. 

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us today! 

God bless you!

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained 

from OneLicense with license 731814-A and from CCLI 

CSPL166945/1943036. Scripture and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com 

with Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS010651. All rights 

reserved.


