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+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Welcome



O God of Mercy, God of Light
#714

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt. Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; arr. Hymnal versions. Arr. © 2006 Augburg Fortress.  

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A. All rights reserved.

1. O God of mercy, God of light,

in love and mercy infinite,

teach us, as ever in your sight,

to live our lives in you.



2. You sent your Son to die for all,

that our lost world might hear your call;

oh, hear us lest we stray and fall!

We rest our hope in you.



3. Teach us the lesson Jesus taught:

to feel for those his blood has bought,

that ev’ry deed and word and thought

may work a work for you.



4. For all are kindred, far and wide,

since Jesus Christ for all has died;

grant us the will, and grace provide,

to love them all in you.



5. In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,

may we each other's burdens share;

may we, where help is needed, there

give help as though to you.



6. And may your Holy Spirit move

all those who live to live in love,

till you receive in heav’n above

all those who live in you.



Confession and Forgiveness

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

L: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Confession and Forgiveness



L:       Holy One, source of our renewal,

C:  we confess that we are wrapped up in 

sin, and cannot free ourselves.

We have not practiced your righteousness.

Our hearts have turned away from you.

For the sake of the world you so love,

forgive us, that we may be reconciled to 

one another for the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen.



L: Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass

and new things I now declare.”

God’s mercy makes us new.

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ 

our Savior

C:  Amen.



Greeting

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 



Kyrie p. 165







Hymn of Praise p. 167







L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L:       Let us pray.  

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in 

giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 

heart. 

C:  Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, 

and perseverance in striving for peace, that in 

our words and deeds the world may see the life 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day



+ WORD +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth 

as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God 

has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving 

acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to 

attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers 

the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and 

to walk shrewdly in God’s service.



1Hear what the LORD says:

Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,

and you enduring foundations of the earth;

for the LORD has a controversy with his people,

and he will contend with Israel.
3“O my people, what have I done to you?

In what have I wearied you? Answer me!



4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,

and redeemed you from the house of slavery;

and I sent before you Moses,

Aaron, and Miriam.
5O my people, remember now what King Balak of

Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered

him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
6“With what shall I come before the LORD,

and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

with calves a year old?



7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,

with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 15

L:    1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your holy hill?

C: 2Those who lead a blameless life and do 

what is right, who speak the truth from 

their heart;



L: 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no 

evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit 

upon a neighbor.

C:     4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they 

honor those who fear the LORD.

They have sworn upon their health and do not 

take back their word.

L:     5They do not give their money in hope of gain, 

nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be 

overthrown.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and 

might, the message of the cross seems stupid and 

offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way 

God has chosen to work power and salvation 

through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence 

the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and 

power for believers.



18The message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will 

thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 



22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength.
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not 

many of you were wise by human standards, not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.



27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 

to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 

nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast 

in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life 

in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God, and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation p. 171



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. Matthew, 

the fifth chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Mathew 5:1-12

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming 

those who are blessed in the reign of God.

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 

to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, 

saying:
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.



4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth.
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 

mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God.
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 

called children of God.



10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 

the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.”



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Message

“Discipleship in a Nutshell”



+  R E S P O N S E T O  T H E  W O R D  +



+  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  W O R D  +

Rise Up, O Saints of God!
ELW #669

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936. Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893. Public Domain. Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A. All rights reserved.

. 

1. Rise up, O saints of God!

From vain ambitions turn;

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts

with nobler zeal might burn.

2. Speak out, O saints of God!

Despair engulfs earth's frame;

as heirs of God's baptismal grace,

the word of hope proclaim.



+  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  W O R D  +

3. Rise up, O saints of God!

The kingdom's task embrace; 

redress sin's cruel consequence;

give justice larger place.

4. Give heed, O saints of God!

Creation cries in pain;

stretch forth your hand of healing now,

with love the weak sustain.



+  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  W O R D  +

5. Commit your hearts to seek

the paths which Christ has trod

and, quickened by the Spirit's pow’r,

rise up, O saints of God!



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering
with

Choir Anthem
“Jesus, I Long for Thy Presence”



We Are an Offering

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you, 

we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: 

We are an offering.

ELW #692
Text and Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 © 1984 Word Music, LLC.

Reprinted with permission under CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved



All that we have, 

all that we are, 

all that we hope to be.

we give to you,

we give to you.



We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, 

we are an offering.



Offering Prayer

L: Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and 

freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 

Jesus our Savior,

C: Amen.



Response after each petition:

L:   Merciful God,

C:   receive our prayer.

L: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O 

God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.



+ SENDING +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



Blessing 

L: The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

C: Amen.



Announcements





Tuesday, February 7 at Zion

Vitalant has an emergency blood shortage.  Donated blood is going 
out to hospitals faster than donors are coming in. Donors of all 
blood types are needed, especially type O.

Make your appointment at donors.vitalant.org.



We need volunteers to help take down tables on Sunday the 5th

and help put them back up on the 7th at 6:00 pm.

We also need volunteers to bring cookies and/or bars on February 

6 by 4:00 pm.

Sign-up sheets are in the Gathering Space.





Care Packages 

for College Students

The care package boxes are out and 

ready to be filled in the Gathering 

Space.  The boxes will be sealed 

and shipped Friday,

February 10.





Our Mission Statement 

Together in Christ,

We reach up - Worship 

We reach in - Discipleship

We reach out - Evangelism...

To the glory of God.



1. O Master, let me walk with you

In lowly paths of service true;

Tell me your secret;

Help me bear the strain of toil,

The fret of care.

O Master Let Me Walk With You
#818

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. Music: H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898. Public Domain.



2. Help me the slow of heart to move

By some clear, 

winning word of love;

Teach me the wayward feet to stay,

And guide them in 

the homeward way.



3. Teach me your patience;  

share with me 

A closer, dearer company,

In work that keeps faith 

sweet and strong,

In trust that triumphs over wrong.



4. In hope that sends a shining ray

Far down the future's 

broad'ning way,

In peace that only you can give;

With you, O Master, let me live.



L: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

C: Thanks be to God. 

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us today!

May God 

bless you!
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained 

from OneLicense with license 731814-A and from CCLI 

CSPL166945/1943036. Scripture and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com 

with Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS010651. All rights 

reserved.


