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+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Welcome



Lighting the Advent Wreath

The First Candle – The Candle of Hope

L: When I look around, I see shadows of 

hunger. 

C: So many neighbors, nearby and around 

the world, will go to bed hungry 

tonight.

L: When I look around, I see shadows of 

injustice and despair, 

C:  and someone somewhere will fall asleep 

under a bridge tonight.



L: In the face of hunger, 

C: in the face of injustice, 

L:    in the face of despair,

C:   we light a candle of hope.

The first candle is lit.

L: Let the light from this candle say to all,  

C: God’s hope is coming on earth as it 

already is in heaven.



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
#257 vv. 1-4

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum,Koln, 1710; tr. Composite. 

Music is a 15th cent. French processional.  Text: sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A. All rights reserved. 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



2. O come, O Wisdom

from on high, 

embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty

come and stay; 

teach us your will

and guide our way.  

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



3. O come, O come, 

O Lord of might,

as to your tribes on 

Sinai's height

in ancient times you 

gave the law

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



4. O come, O Branch of Jesse, 

free your own 

from Satan's tyranny;

from depths of hell 

your people save,

and give them vict'ry 

o'er the grave.

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel.



Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

who alone does wondrous things.

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.

L: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to 

the one who is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Confession and Forgiveness



L: God of new beginnings,

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your 

holy reign.

We have strayed from your paths.

We prepare for war instead of peace.

We dishonor one another and your creation.

Purify us with your refining fire

and set us again on your way of love,

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,

and welcome your coming among us. Amen.



L: People of God,

a new thing is growing in our midst,

a tender branch, a living sign.

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 

wonder.  You have put on ☩ Christ,

and your sins have been washed away.

Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

C: Amen.



L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

Greeting



Kyrie                     p. 203

Have mercy on us, Lord, 

and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word: 

it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, 

and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole 

that new life may begin.



Have mercy on us, Lord; 

make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; 

create in us new hearts!



p. 204Hymn of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; 

peace, good-will to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, 

Father of surpassing worth;

we exalt you, we adore you, 

we lift high our thanks and praise.

Saints and angels bow before you; 

here on earth our songs we raise.



Glory be to Christ forever, 

Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, 

you have come from heav’n above;

on the cross you died to save us; 

now you reign at God’s right hand.

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; 

in your promise firm we stand.



Holy One we now acclaim you;  

Lord alone, to you we call.

Holy One in faith we name you, 

God most high, yet near to all:

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, 

in the Father’s splendor bright.

For the peace that we inherit, 

glory be to God on high!



L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

C: By your merciful protection save us from 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

enlighten our walk in the way of your 

salvation, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen.

Prayer of the Day



+ WORD +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading 

focuses on a future day when God establishes a 

universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make 

war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: 

“Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”



1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw      

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s 

house shall be established as the highest of 

the mountains, and shall be raised above 

the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways and that we 

may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion 

shall go forth instruction, and the word of 

the LORD from Jerusalem.



4He shall judge between the nations,

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning 

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war 

any more.
5O house of Jacob,

come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 122

L: 1I was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”

C: 2Now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.

L: 3Jerusalem is built as a city

that is at unity with itself;

C: 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the 

LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise 

the name of the LORD.



L: 5For there are the thrones of judgment,

the thrones of the house of David.

C: 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper who love you.

L: 7Peace be within your walls

and quietness within your towers.

C: 8For the sake of my kindred and 

companions, I pray for your prosperity.

L: 9Because of the house of the LORD our God,

I will seek to do you good.”



Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of 

dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 

coming in the future.

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is 

now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 



12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 

lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 

not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 

and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Kids’       

Time



We Light the Advent Candles
Text Copyright Holder Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP).OneLicense and CCLI. 

Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A and CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved. Music Copyright Holder Public Domain

1. We light the Advent candles

against the winter night

to welcome our Lord Jesus,

who is the world’s true light;

to welcome our Lord Jesus,

who is the world’s true light.



2.       The first one will remind us

that Christ will soon return.

We light it in the darkness

and watch it gleam and burn.

We light it in the darkness

and watch it gleam and burn.



Gospel Acclamation p. 205



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. Matthew, 

the twenty-fourth chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, 

turbulent event that will bring about deep change to 

our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges 

people to stay awake, be aware, and wait 

expectantly, because the Son of Man will come 

unannounced.



Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and 

hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 

the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of 

Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and 

they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 

them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son 

of Man. 



40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 

one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. 
42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand 

this: if the owner of the house had known in what 

part of the night the thief was coming, he would 

have stayed awake and would not have let his house 

be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour.”



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Message

“Are We Ready?”



+  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  W O R D  +



Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
ELW #244

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907. Music: Swedish folk tune. Public Domain. 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers,

and let your lights appear;

the evening is advancing,

and darker night is near.

The bridegroom is arising

and soon is drawing nigh.

Up, pray and watch and wrestle;

at midnight comes the cry.



2. The watchers on the mountain

proclaim the bridegroom near;

go forth as he approaches

with alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting;

the gates wide open stand.

Arise, O heirs of glory;

the bridegroom is at hand.



3. The saints, who here in patience

their cross and suff'rings bore,

shall live and reign forever

when sorrow is no more.

Around the throne of glory

the Lamb they shall behold;

in triumph cast before him

their diadems of gold.



4. Our hope and expectation,

O Jesus, now appear;

arise, O Sun so longed for,

o'er this benighted sphere.

With hearts and hands uplifted,

we plead, O Lord, to see

the day of earth's redemption

that sets your people free!



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering



We Praise You, O God
ECW #870 v. 1

Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963. Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsh Gedenckclanck, 1626. Public Domain.

1. We praise you, O God, 

our redeemer, creator;

in grateful devotion 

our tribute we bring.

We lay it before you; 

we kneel and adore you;

we bless your holy name; 

glad praises we sing.  



Offering Prayer

L:   Eternal God, you make the desert bloom

and send springs of water to thirsty ground.

Receive these gifts and make us messengers 

of your mercy and love for all in need of your 

healing and justice. We ask this through 

Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Response after each petition:

L:    God, in your mercy,

C:   hear our prayer.

L:  God of our longing, you know our 

deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the 

prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray.

C:  Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.



+ SENDING +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



Benediction

L:  God the eternal Word,

who dwells with us in Jesus,

and who holds us in the grace of 

the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now 

and forever.

C: Amen.

Benediction



Announcements





For anyone who has lost someone or 

feels sad or lonely during the holidays.

Sponsored by the Congregational Care Committee

December 8

6:30 pm
Refreshments following service

Feel free to bring a framed picture 

of a loved one to place on the altar.





Women of Zion

TODAY
2:00 pm

+ Optional $5.00 gift exchange

+ Drawing for your new Zion Secret Pal 

+ Participation in the Red Stocking Project

+ Invite a friend or several!





Our Mission Statement 

Together in Christ,

We reach up - Worship 

We reach in - Discipleship

We reach out - Evangelism...

To the glory of God.



Hark!  A Thrilling Voice is Sounding
ELW #246

Text: Latin Hymn 1632: tr. Edward Caswell, 1814-1878. Music:William H. Monk, 1823-1889.  

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!

"Christ is near," we hear it say.

"Cast away the works of darkness,

all you children of the day!"



Wakened by the solemn warning,

from earth's bondage let us rise;

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,

shines upon the morning skies.



See the Lamb, so long expected,

come with pardon down from heav'n.

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,

one and all, to be forgiv'n;



So, when next he comes in glory

and the world is wrapped in fear,

he will shield us with his mercy

and with words of love draw near.



Honor, glory, might, and blessing

to the Father and the Son

with the everlasting Spirit

while unending ages run!



L: Go in peace. Christ is near.

C: Thanks be to God. 

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us today!

May God 

Bless You!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS010651


