
“Be still, 
and know 
that I am 

God.”
Ps. 46:10



Welcome to 

Worship at 

Zion Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 31, 2022   9:00 am

Photo by Gretta Brunelle



+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



Welcome



1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,

the King of creation!

O my soul, praise him, 

for he is your health and salvation!

Let all who hear 

now to his temple draw near,

joining in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty!
ELW #858

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665. Public Domain.



2. Praise to the Lord, 

who o'er all things is wondrously reigning

and, as on wings of an eagle, 

uplifting, sustaining.

Have you not seen 

all that is needful has been

sent by his gracious ordaining?



3. Praise to the Lord, 

who will prosper your work and defend you;

surely his goodness and mercy 

shall daily attend you.

Ponder anew 

what the Almighty can do

if with his love he befriend you.



4. Praise to the Lord!  

Oh, let all that is in me adore him!

All that has life and breath, 

come now with praises before him!

Let the amen 

sound from his people again.

Gladly forever adore him!



Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

whose steadfast love endures forever.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Confession and Forgiveness



L: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have not followed your 

path but have chosen our own way.

Instead of putting others before ourselves,

we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need,

we have too often passed by on the other side.

Set us again on the path of life.

Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors.  Amen.



L: Hear the good news!

God does not deal with us according to our sins

but delights in granting pardon and mercy.

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven.

You are free to love as God loves.

C: Amen.



L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   

the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

Greeting



Kyrie p. 165-166







Hymn of Praise p. 167







L:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 



L: Let us pray. 

Benevolent God, you are the source, 

the guide, and the goal of our lives. 

C: Teach us to love what is worth loving, to 

reject what is offensive to you, and to 

treasure what is precious in your sight, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day



+ WORD +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that 

working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into 

an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he 

asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in 

one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.



2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in 

Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under 

heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has 

given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw 

all the deeds that are done under the sun; and 

see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.



2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled 

under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 

those who come after me 19—and who knows 

whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they 

will be master of all for which I toiled and 

used my wisdom under the sun. This also is 

vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to 

despair concerning all the toil of my labors 

under the sun



21because sometimes one who has toiled with 

wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave 

all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil 

for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 
22What do mortals get from all the toil and 

strain with which they toil under the sun? 
23For all their days are full of pain, and their 

work is a vexation; even at night their minds 

do not rest. This also is vanity.



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 49:1-12

L:   1Hear this, all you peoples;

give ear, all you who dwell in the world,

C: 2you of high degree and low,

rich and poor together.

L:   3My mouth shall speak of wisdom,

and my heart shall meditate on 

understanding.

C: 4I will incline my ear to a proverb

and set forth my riddle upon the harp.



L:   5Why should I be afraid in evil days,

when the wickedness of those at my heels 

surrounds me,

C: 6the wickedness of those who put their trust 

in their own prowess,

and boast of their great riches?

L:   7One can never redeem another,

or give to God the ransom for another’s life;

C: 8for the ransom of a life is so great

that there would never be enough to pay it,



L:   9in order to live forever and ever

and never see the grave.

C: 10For we see that the wise die also; like the 

dull and stupid they perish and leave their 

wealth to those who come after them.

L:   11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their 

dwelling places from generation to |generation,

though they had named lands after themselves.

C: 12Even though honored, they cannot live 

forever; they are like the beasts that perish.



Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of 

our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their 

old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians 

are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life 

shaped by God’s love in Christ.



1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the 

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 

also will be revealed with him in glory.



5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: 

fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed 

(which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of 

God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These 

are the ways you also once followed, when you were 

living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such 

things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive 

language from your mouth.



9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 

stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have 

clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge according to the image of its 

creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 

Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.



Kids’ Time



Fear Not For Tomorrow
Hinshaw Music, Inc. Permissions Hinshaw Music, Inc. Box 470 Chapel Hill, NC 27514. Reprinted with 

permission under OneLicense #731814-A and CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved.

Fear not for tomorrow and

what it may bring,

but trust in the Lord and obey.

In joy or in sorrow,

in ev’ry good thing,

the Lord will not lead you astray.



God will take care of you,

go ev’rywhere with you,

always be there with you day by day.

God will provide for you,

be as a guide to you,

lovingly show you the way.



Fear not for tomorrow and

what lies ahead,

though future events be unknown;

but welcome the morning with 

courage instead,

for you will not face it alone.



God will take care of you,

go ev’rywhere with you,

always be there with you day by day.

God will provide for you,

be as a guide to you,

lovingly show you the way.



Fear not for tomorrow, but

lift up your voice

in anthems of glorious praise.

Give thanks for your blessings and 

truly rejoice,

for God will be with you always.



God will take care of you,

go ev’rywhere with you,

always be there with you day by day.

God will provide for you,

be as a guide to you,

lovingly show you the way.



Gospel Acclamation p. 171



L:  The Holy Gospel

according to St. Luke, 

the twelfth chapter.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 



Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” 

Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the 

worth of one’s life with the value of one’s 

possessions rather than one’s relationship with 

God.



13Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell 

my brother to divide the family inheritance with 

me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be 

a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to 

them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds 

of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a 

parable: “The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly.



17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I 

have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I 

will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 

my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you 

have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 

drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! 

This very night your life is being demanded of you. 

And the things you have prepared, whose will they 

be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God.”



L:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



Sermon

“”



+  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  W O R D  +



God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
ELW #678 (tune #807)

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006. Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918. Public Domain. Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, 

admin. Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #731814-A and CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved. 

1. God, whose giving knows no ending,

from your rich and endless store:

nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom,

costly cross, grave's shattered door,

gifted by you, we turn to you,

off'ring up ourselves in praise;

thankful song shall rise forever,

gracious donor of our days.



2. Skills and time are ours for pressing

toward the goals of Christ, your Son:

all at peace in health and freedom,

races joined, the church made one.

Now direct our daily labor,

lest we strive for self alone;

born with talents, make us servants

fit to answer at your throne.



3. Treasure, too, you have entrusted,

gain through pow'rs

your grace conferred;

ours to use for home and kindred,

and to spread the gospel word.

Open wide our hands in sharing,

as we heed Christ's ageless call,

healing, teaching, and reclaiming,

serving you by loving all.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering



We Are an Offering

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

We lift our lives up to you, 

we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: 

We are an offering.

ELW #692
Text and Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 © 1984 Word Music, LLC.

Reprinted with permission under CCLI #1943036. All rights reserved



All that we have, 

all that we are, 

all that we hope to be.

we give to you,

we give to you.



We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, 

we are an offering.



Offering Prayer

L:   Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.

Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. 

C: Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding 

the world with your love, through the one who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Response after each petition:

L:   Merciful God,

C:   receive our prayer.

L:  Receive the prayers of your children, 

merciful God, and hold us forever in 

your steadfast love; through Jesus 

Christ, our holy Wisdom.

C:  Amen.



The Benediction

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.



+ SENDING +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



Benediction

L:  The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always.

C: Amen.



Announcements





Our Mission Statement 

Together in Christ,

We reach up - Worship 

We reach in - Discipleship

We reach out - Evangelism...

To the glory of God.



God of Grace and 

God of Glory
ELW #705

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969. Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932.

Public Domain. 

1. God of grace and 

God of glory,

on your people 

pour your pow’r;

Crown your ancient

church's story;

bring its bud 

to glorious flow'r.



Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage

for the facing of 

this hour,

for the facing of 

this hour.



2.    Lo! The hosts of evil round us

Scorn the Christ, 

assail his ways!

From the fears that long have 

bound us

Free our hearts to 

faith and praise.



Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage

for the living 

of these days,

for the living 

of these days.



3. Cure Your children’s 

warring madness;

bend our pride 

to your control;

Shame our wanton, 

selfish gladness,

rich in things 

and poor in soul.



Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage,

Lest we miss your 

kingdom's goal,

Lest we miss your 

kingdom's goal.



4. Save us from 

weak resignation

To the evils we deplore;

Let the gift 

of your salvation

Be our glory evermore.



Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage,

Serving you 

whom we adore,

Serving you 

whom we adore.



L: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God. 

Dismissal



Thank you 

for worshipping 

with us today!

May God 

Bless You!
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